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Dear P e t e r :  

I a m  p leased  t o  o f f e r  you my op in ion  on t h e  nomenclature  
p roposa l .  I have s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  which I f e e l  should be  cons i -  
de red  i n  developing a scheme. 

(1) I a g r e e  w i t h  P e t e r  Duesberg t h a t  names should n o t  
imply pa thology.  The s a m e  d i s e a s e  - ery thro leukemia  
can  be  induced by AEV, Harvej- T:irus, SFFV, and pos- 
s i b l y  E26. Therefore ,  I cannot  see  naming any  s i n g l e  
v i r u s  l'erb" . - '% 

(2)  -'f mus t  make you aware of some of our  unpubl ished d a t a .  
There are two ra t  endogenous genes homologous t o  t h e  
Harvey viru(s'srS: gene. 

~ ano the r .  I n % d i t i o n ,  t h e  K i r s t e n  p21 gene, a l though  
, r e l a t e d ,  i s  q u i t e  d i s t i n c t  f r o =  e i t h e r  Harvey r e l a t e d  

gene. R a t  sarcoma v i r u s  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  Harvey. The 
nomenclature must t a k e  t h i s  i n t o  account .  Something 
l i k e  t h e  names f o r  hemoglobin genes would seem most 
a p p r o p r i a t e  . 

They are d i f f e r e n t  from one 
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(3 )  I t h i n k  t h e  name should i n d i c a t e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  species 
of o r i g i n ,  bu t  t h e  gene I b e l i 5 v e  should n o t  have t h i s  
name. The genes  are i n  a l l  v e r t e b r a t e s .  

( 4 )  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  nomenclature iwst a l low f o r  su r -  
p r i s e s .  Our knowledge of t h e s e  genes i s  r e a l l y  q u i t e  
embryonic and w i t h  new c l o n e s  and new v i r u s e s ,  w e  
might f i n d  some s u r p r i s e s .  

Therefore ,  I must say  I l i k e  H a r r i e t t  Robinson 's  b a s i c  
i dea .  Simply numbering t h e  genes  w i t h  a h i s t o r i z , 8 1  
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p r e f i x .  T h i s  would l e a v e  room f o r  a l l e l e s  of t h e y  e x i s t  
i .e .  chon, ,  it2 i p 

I a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  are many i n v e s t i g a t o r s  who do n o t  
a c c e p t  t h a t  SFFV is  d i f f e r e n t .  But e role  f o r  gp52 i n  ~ 

t h i s  v i r u s  d i s e a s e  i s  much clearer than  a r o l e  f o r  o t h e r  
p u t a t i v e  onc p r o t e i n s .  There may b e  o t h e r  v i r u s e s  l i k e  ' 
SFFV. The re fo re ,  t h e  nomenclature s:?ould allow f o r  t h e  
d e s i g n a t i o n  of t h e  SFFV onc and t h e  u m b e r i n g  system 
would a l l o w  t h i s .  

I , \ \ b  

I t h i n k  w e  as  v i r o l o g i s t s  should n o t  53 p a r o c h i a l  i n  t h e  
names f o r  onc genes.  I f  we  are luck>- and o t h e r  onc genes 
n o t  y e t  p a r t  of v i r u s e s  are d i scove red ,  t h e y  can  b e  simply 
f i t  i n t o  Harriett 's  numbering p r o p o s d .  I ' m  t h i n k i n g  of 
Weinberg's d a t a  on t r a n s f e c t i n g  DNAs  2nd hoping t h a t  some 
human c a n c e r s  w i l l  b e  "caused" by onc genes l i k e ,  b u t  n o t  
i d e n t i c a l  t o , v i r a l  onc genes. It would be n i c e  f o r  t h e  
f i e l d  f f  ou r  nomenclature allowed t h e s e  onc genes t o  f i t  
r i g h t  i n t o  t h e  scheme. 

I hope t h i s  is  h e l p f u l  and does n o t  s t i r  ur, t o o  much c o n t r o v e r s y .  
I look forward t o  your though t s  on my toll-, T i n t s .  

B e s t  r i s h e s ,  

Ed S c o l n i c k  

ES/ab 


